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Minister of Employment and Social Affairs 

21st of September 2004

Dear Minister,

Re: Preparation of the conclusions of the ESPHCA Council of the 4th of October 2004 in relation to the Kok high-level expert group on the evaluation of the Lisbon process

On the 4th of October 2004 the ESPHCA Council will meet in Luxembourg. The Social Platform is concerned that at the moment the agenda of the meeting does not include a report of Mr. Wim Kok on the progress made by the high-level expert group on Lisbon. This is particularly regrettable since Mr. Wim Kok has addressed the informal ECOFIN Council meeting of the 10/11th of September in Scheveningen. 

We believe that this sends the wrong signal at a moment when more than ever the balanced approach between economic and social progress advocated in the Lisbon conclusions needs to be reinforced. Once and for all it has to be clear that the goals of “more and better jobs” and of “greater social cohesion” are as crucial as the goals of “competitiveness” and “growth”. As Minister of Employment and Social Affairs you have the responsibility to ensure that this message and the measures to implement it appear clearly in both the evaluation of the Kok group and of the Commission. We therefore call on you to add in the conclusions of your Council meeting of the 4th a message to Mr. Kok and to the Commission insisting on the goals of:

· “More and Better Jobs” which means: consider ways of creating jobs of quality, avoid stigmatising the unemployed, prioritise and develop non-financial measures such as child care and care for elderly and disabled persons, take action to implement fully the EU directives on anti-discrimination, address the factors leading to gender gaps and implement systematic gender mainstreaming, and recognise the role of civil society organisations in providing employment and assisting people in the transition into employment.

· “Greater social cohesion” which means: act to increase the visibility of National Action Plans (NAPs) on social inclusion, commit to the agreement of a headline EU-wide target for the reduction of poverty and social exclusion, demand that the new regulations for structural funds programmes take account of the existence of the EU inclusion strategy, strengthen the practice of gender proofing of policies, and implement sound measures to promote the integration of migrants.   
· Ensuring ‘joined-up’ policy-making process, which achieves a co-ordinated and non-hierarchical means of developing economic, employment and social policies. More specifically: to include employment and social affairs ministers in future Spring Summits, mainstream social considerations into the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines, reform the Stability and Growth Pact so that it does not penalise States for investment in public goods and services, call on the Commission to ensure fully joined-up policy making, commit to systematic and genuine consultation of civil society, and involve the European Parliament in the Open Method of Coordination.
The fact that Mr. Kok is not addressing the ESPHCA Council is also a good illustration of the problem that the use of high-level expert groups by the European Council poses in terms of transparency and accountability. Indeed the fact that there is no clarity on which European institutions Mr. Kok addresses or not (what about other Council formation like Education and Culture, or the European Parliament?) without mentioning other stakeholders of the Lisbon process, such as social NGOs, demonstrates the need for the Commission to regain its role in the evaluation process.

We hope that you will be able to include these demands in the Conclusions of the ESPHCA Council of the 4th of October. 

Yours sincerely,
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Anne-Sophie Parent

President of the Social Platform

Cc. Ministers of Employment and Social Affairs of the 25 EU Member States - Mr. Stavros Dimas, Commissioner - Mrs. Odile Quintin, Director General DG Empl - Ottaviano Del Turco, Chair of the EP Empl Committee - Theo Langejan, Chair of the Social Protection Committee
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