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PRESS RELEASE 






     27 JUNE 2003

A SOCIAL EUROPE IS A MUST: THE TEST FOR THE ITALIAN PRESIDENCY

The Social Platform calls upon the Italian Presidency to play a leading role in creating a more social Europe, based on the principles of solidarity and social inclusion and committed to the fight against discrimination in all forms.

In a short memorandum recently sent to the Italian Presidency, the Social Platform welcomed the open and consultative process employed by the Convention to discuss the future of the EU and called upon the Italian Presidency to organize a public and open session of consultation and dialogue linked to the forthcoming InterGovernmental Conference, similar to the one organized during the Convention in June 2002.  “We believe that the on-going involvement of civil society is crucial to the chances of the new treaties being accepted by Europe’s citizens,” stated Anne-Sophie Parent, President of the Social Platform.

Social NGOs urge the Italian Presidency to lead the way in re-committing the EU to reach the ambitious social goals agreed upon in Lisbon.  In particular, NGOs insist civil society be engaged in implementing the National Action Plans on Social Inclusion and establishing exchanges of best practice between Member States.  Further, the Social Platform calls upon the Presidency to address the need for progress in the Corporate Social Responsibility Multi-Stakeholder Forum in relation to defining common standards for CSR and to deliver results based upon cooperation between NGOs, trade unions, and representative business groupings. The Platform also expressed concern about CSR being used to ‘privatise’ public obligations. “We believe CSR should not be used a tool to finance welfare policy— this is an obligation of the state,” added Parent. 

In the fight against discrimination of all forms throughout the EU, social NGOs call upon the Presidency to promote further actions and in particular to play a key role in promoting and consolidating disability rights during the European Year of People with Disabilities in 2003, culminating with a Year-end assurance to combat discrimination at EU-level in the future.  In light of the Greek Presidency’s initiatives and the Commission’s Green Paper, the Italian Presidency is requested to promote a positive debate around the social rights and social integration of migrants.

Finally, the Social Platform urges the Presidency to strengthen participatory democracy within the accession countries by the encouraging greater support for the role of civil society.  “It is clearly important that NGOs have an active role in ensuring the objective of building a social Europe, respectful of human rights and based on solidarity and equality.  Civil society can play a key role in informing, mobilizing and expressing the needs of citizens within the EU’s new Member States, but the EU must take capacity building measures to ensure that this happens.  There is a danger that existing funding for NGOs within these countries will significantly diminish, and the EU must ensure that citizens’ organizations can play an active role in building participatory democracy, if the enlargement process is to be successful,” stressed the memorandum.

The Platform of European Social NGOs is an association of over 30 European non-governmental organisations, federations and networks that are working together to build an inclusive society and promote the social dimension of the European Union. The Platform channels the concerns of its members on issues of common interest and represents them to the EU institutions. Member organisations include those campaigning for women, older people, people with disabilities, unemployed people, people affected by poverty and homelessness, migrants, lesbians and gays, children, and families.

For more information, please call Daniela Mitchener at 32 2 508 1632
