What

social

didin 2008



at Social Platform can be summed up in five phrases: anti-
discrimination, renewed social agenda, global economic
crisis, quality services and improved communication.

One of the core objectives of the Platform is achieving equal rights for all in
Europe. To this end, since 2005 we've been pushing for the EU to expand its
anti-discrimination law beyond ethnic origin, and beyond the employment
sector. We were therefore delighted to see the European Commission
adopt in July 2008 a proposal for a new directive for equal treatment in
access to services on the basis of age, sexual orientation, disability and
religion. Even if the directive still has to be unanimously adopted by 27
Member States before it can come into force, a major battle in the fight for
equality was won.

Summer 2008 also saw the EU announce its “social package”, a broad
set of policy initiatives covering areas like employment, education, health
and economic affairs. We called for this package to be transformed into a
Social Progress Pact - a new contract between people and governments
to incorporate social concerns into all EU policies. The idea generated
significant buzz - it's now regularly discussed by Ministers and EU
officials, and is already featuring prominently among the manifestos for
the European elections in 2009.

The global economic crisis that hit Europe at the end of 2008 made our
drive fora Social Progress Pact even more vital. We submitted an extensive
contribution to the EU recovery plan, offering concrete proposals to help
decision makers enforce stronger market regulation, ensure the fair
redistribution of wealth in Europe, and support those most in need.

Inthe same contribution we made the case that quality
social and health services are strategically important
to helping the EU contend with the economic crisis,
demonstrating how investmentin these services would
allow them to play the essential role of promoting social
cohesion while simultaneously creating jobs. To further release some
of the untapped potential of this sector, we developed a set of principles
that decision makers and service providers can apply to establish quality
services. Thisdocument, “Nine Principles”, hasalready become areference
work that is used in the field to improve services delivery.

Lastly, we made considerable changes in 2008 to improve the Platform’s
communication, enabling it to speak and think more clearly. Our new
quarterly publication 'ENGAGE’, launched at the end of 2008, illustrates the
fresh approach that we've now implemented across all areas of our work
- from policy papers and publications to hiring practices and our internal
work programme: concise information, minimal jargon, understandable
messages.

Today, in the middle of the economic crisis, Europe is facing significant
social challenges. Drawing on the hard work and extensive grassroots
expertise of its members from all corners of civil society, Social Platform
is now better positioned than ever to help EU decision makers develop
policies that promote solidarity and improve people’s lives.

Yours,
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Social Platform is the largest civil society alliance fighting for social justice and participatory
democracy in Europe. Consisting of 40 pan-European networks of NGOs, Social Platform
campaigns to ensure that EU policies are developed in partnership with the people they affect,
respecting fundamental rights, promoting solidarity and improving lives.
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